There are a significant number of nurses and allied health professionals working within the field of cardiovascular care who are undertaking or have recently completed their PhD. The Council on Cardiovascular Nursing and Allied Professions (CCNAP) of the European Society of Cardiology is committed to recognising and assisting these researchers in their career development. 1 As part of CCNAP, we have a dedicated Science Committee whose responsibilities are to: (i) promote evidence-based practice in conjunction with holistic person-centred care, research capacity and skills among European nurses and allied health professionals within CCNAP and beyond; (ii) plan and deliver mentoring sessions for pre-doctoral and post-doctoral CCNAP researchers and finally (iii) and link CCNAP researchers for collaboration across Europe and the world. 2 Given this remit, one method of achieving this is via mentorship of new researchers and offering support for professionals in cardiovascular care. The Post-Doctoral Mentorship Award will enable mentees to have dedicated time with their selected mentor, develop scientifically and professionally, and for mentees to be exposed to a different learning environment. We have an extensive international mentorship database that is available online and consists of more than 20 cardiovascular experts from Europe, the USA, Canada, China and Australia. Each mentor is a recognised expert within cardiovascular care. Our database includes the experts' specific research interests including, where appropriate, their preferred research methodology. We also welcome individuals with experience to send us their details so we can keep expanding our database.
The mentorship awards have been in place since 2008 and many professionals have benefitted from them. Some recipients of the award have managed to establish a longterm collaboration with the other mentees or their mentors and found this very useful.
One grant per year of €2000 is available and the call for applications for 2018 is now open. Recipients must provide a short report on the outcome of their visit and mentorship award, and agree to present their report at the EuroHeartCare meeting the following year.
The eligibility criteria are straightforward and can be found on the website with the requirements for the application. 3 This year's recipient, Dr Stephanine Mentrup, commented on her experience: 'During my visit, I had the opportunity to give a seminar about the results of my doctoral thesis and I discussed the results with other academics. My mentor Dr Felicity Astin, facilitated several opportunities to get in contact and exchange with other academics at the University and at a national conference. Her mentorship provides me with support and guidance in conducting a meta-ethnography and writing a systematic review. ' We strongly encourage you to apply if you are eligible, and do contact us if you have any queries.
